Thorpe Abbotts Newsletter September 2026 Number 29
Welcome to our September Newsletter, which outlines the significant steps we are taking to ensure that the Village Hall is in the strongest possible position for its future.
The feasibility study is now underway and this is an important step in helping us understand the future needs of the Hall, ensuring that we have a clear plan and providing a strong foundation for future funding opportunities.
Alongside this we are delighted to have launched our new Village Hall website.
www.thorpeabbottsvh.co.uk
We have outlined below why the website is so important to the future of the Village Hall, and we would encourage everyone to spend a few minutes taking a look.
The website includes information about the Hall, forthcoming events and activities, as well as a Gallery showcasing many of the events and activities that have taken place in our community.
If you appear in any of the photographs and would prefer not to, please let Carol Hitchman know and the photograph will be removed.
Why Do We Need a Village Hall Website?
In 2026, having a strong online presence is no longer a luxury—it is an essential part of running a successful community facility. A Village Hall website will become a valuable tool for connecting with residents, promoting events, managing bookings and showcasing everything our hall has to offer. As more people turn to the internet to find local information, a professional website will ensure that our Village Hall remains visible, accessible and relevant.
Reaching a Wider Audience
A well-designed website will help us reach a much broader audience. Residents, newcomers, local organisations and businesses increasingly search online for venues, activities and community events. By providing clear, accurate and regularly updated information, we can attract more visitors, increase hall bookings and encourage greater community participation.
Over the past two years we have been asked on many occasions whether the Village Hall has its own website. It is clear that there is an expectation that a modern community facility should have an online presence.
Supporting Future Investment
As we move forward with our plans for the Village Hall, a professional website will become increasingly important. When applying for grants or seeking external funding, most funding organisations will visit a website to gain an immediate understanding of the hall, the community it serves and the aspirations for its future.
A high-quality website demonstrates that the Village Hall is professionally managed, forward-thinking and committed to long-term sustainability. It provides confidence to funders and acts as our public window to future investment.



Improving Communication
Effective communication is fundamental to a thriving community. A website provides a central hub where residents can quickly access the latest news, upcoming events and important announcements.
It can also be used to publish committee updates, policies and other key documents, ensuring information is available to everyone at any time.
Simplifying Hall Bookings
One of the greatest benefits of our Village Hall website is the introduction of an online booking system.
Potential hirers will be able to view availability in real time, make booking enquiries and reserve facilities without the need for lengthy telephone calls or email exchanges. This creates a quicker, more convenient experience for users while significantly reducing the administrative workload for volunteers.
The integrated booking system can also automate invoices, payment confirmations and reminder emails, improving efficiency, reducing errors and helping to manage hall finances more effectively.
Looking to the Future
A Village Hall website is much more than an online brochure. It is an investment in the future of our community.
It will help us communicate more effectively, increase hall usage, attract new visitors, streamline administration and demonstrate to potential funders that we are committed to developing a sustainable, modern community facility.
As our Village Hall continues to evolve, the website will become the digital front door to everything we do—connecting people, supporting community life and helping secure the hall's future for generations to come.
To ensure openness and transparency, the Management Committee undertook a rigorous  selection process to appoint the most suitable website designer for the Village Hall.

Waveney Volunteers for Nature Wildlife Survey of Thorpe Abbotts
Last year Waveney Volunteers for Nature carried out a small survey in Brockdish to see how well we are all supporting our wildlife. The results were encouraging: most households have bird feeders and nesting boxes and we are pretty good too at providing water, compost heaps and bee & butterfly friendly plants.  
The second part of our survey is now starting in Thorpe Abbotts and we hope that as many as possible will contribute to building this picture of wildlife in our Village and in doing so identify the gaps that need to be filled.


 To help with this effort we are making you a great offer.  We will supply you with 6 perennial plants that will attract bees and butterflies from Spring till late Summer.  These plants would normally retail at over £25 but we can offer them to supporters of our wildlife for only £13.  Interested ?  Then contact: Robin Clay    rhclayrobin@aol.co.uk or Derek Clark 01379 669201
The Survey is attached to this Newsletter. Please return it to the Green Post Box inside Telephone Box along Mill Road by Friday October 2nd

Fish and Chip Night Friday September 25th at 7pm 
Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall
Do come along and join us on Friday night! The bar will be open, along with good company, great food and a chance to catch up with friends and neighbours.
The order form is below. Please tear it off and return it, together with your payment, by Tuesday, 22 September. Alternatively, you can make payment by BACS transfer.
Please note that this year we cannot accept any late orders, as these create additional complications for the Fish & Chip shop. So please get your orders in on time – we look forward to seeing you on Friday!
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Fish and Chip Night on Friday September 25th at 7pm - Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall
Reg Cod and Chips		£11.20				Reg Cod £8.00                                                                                     
Lge Cod and Chips                         £12.20                                                 Lge Cod £9.00
Lge Haddock and Chips               £12.20                                                Lge Haddock £9.00
Chips Sml                                            £3.20                                                  Chips Lge  £4.20
Mushy Peas                                        £2.00                                                  Curry Sauce £2.00
The orders come with small chips. If you would like large chips please indicate this in your order i.e Lge Cod and Chips would be £13.20
Please place your order with either the money or BACs transfer in advance in the Village Hall Black Post Box by Tuesday September 22nd at 12.00pm. WE CAN NOT TAKE ANY LATE ORDERS.
Your Name:                                                                                   Your Order:



BACS transfer:  Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall Committee  Acc No: 00094902 Sort Code: 309267

