Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall Newsletter 21 January 2026
including the villages of Billingford and Langmere
Welcome to the first newsletter of the New Year!
Christmas seems a distant memory as the days are beginning to get longer as we “weather” the Winter! However, during the festive season our villages looked magical, festooned with all the lights and decorations. A huge thank you to everyone who took part to make our communities look and feel special. Santa was particularly thrilled to have such a warm welcome as he drove through and commented on the huge effort that everyone had made.



Engagement from the village now stands at 83% through residents attending and helping with events and activities, being part of the Community Volunteering days to develop the area at the back of the hall and keep the building viable, by putting up bunting and lights and by coming up with new ideas for funding raising. This is a great achievement!

This work has been recognised by South Norfolk District Council and as we were nominated for a “Community Organisation of the Year Connecting Communities” Award.  This recognises all the work that has been undertaken so far and is a “thank you” to you ALL for engaging with the Village Hall throughout 2025 in some capacity.


A New Year always brings new opportunity, and this is the clear message from Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall. Our registered charity status is significant in our forward planning to find the solution to ensure that Thorpe Abbotts has a Village Hall for the future. 

The Committee have been busy (along with undertaking all the recent events) in visiting other Village Halls. This is to inform our thinking regarding the many options and possibilities that are out there. We have seen both refurbished and new buildings with amazing facilities. We have learnt how other Committees have undertaken their projects including how to avoid some of the pitfalls. 

But above all we have taken professional advice and training from the experts that have the knowledge and experience to support the Committee in undertaking this project, which is not for the faint hearted. Their support has been invaluable and will continue to be so.

At present the Committee are at the very start of the project planning stage to enable the residents of Thorpe Abbotts to fully take part in the process. Careful planning ensures that the residents are consulted, what they want is viable, funding is secured and the building has long-term future that can truly benefit everyone in the community.

We hope to be sharing our outline plan in our February Newsletter.

Please see our Events and Activities Calendar to date overleaf…..



Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall Events Calendar 2026
WHAT’S ON?

Outlined below are the events that will be organised primarily by the Village Hall Committee.
There is scope for further ideas and for other groups to organise additional activities.
We are keen to hear from you about further ideas and activities that you would like to see.
Please complete the “ideas” slip at the end of this Calendar. Thank you.
January
•	Coffee Morning Thursday 8th 10.30am
•	Walking Group Sunday 25th 9.30am
•	PILATES every Monday at 1.30pm please contact Amanda on 07557 025513 or amandapilatesnorfolk@gmail.com
February 
•	Coffee Morning and Seed Swop Thursday 5th 10.30am
•	Fish and Chip Night Friday 13th 7.00pm
•	Walking Group Sunday 22nd 9.30am
March 
•	Coffee Morning Thursday 5th 10.30am
•	Bingo Night Friday 13th 7.00pm
•	The Life and Times of Bees – talk Wednesday 25th 7.00pm
•	Church Spring Clean Saturday 28th 10.00am onwards contact Chris 01379 669116
•	Walking Group Sunday 29th 9.30am
April
•	Coffee Morning Thursday 2nd 10.30am
•	Easter Event Saturday 4th 10.30am
•	Church AGM April 21st 7-9pm
•	Church Concert – Station 366 singing group Friday 24th
•	Walking Group Sunday 26th 9.30am
May 
•	Local Elections Thursday 7th 7am – 10pm
•	Coffee Morning and Plant Fair Thursday 14th 10.30am 
•	Walking Group Sunday 28th 9.30
June 
•	Coffee Morning Thursday 4th 10.30am
•	Thorpe Abbotts Village Hall Quiz Saturday 13th 7.00pm
•	Walking Group Sunday 28th 9.30am
July 
•	Coffee Morning Thursday 2nd 10.30am
•	Beer and Wine Tasting with local brewery Saturday 11th 7.00pm
•	Walking Group Sunday 26th 
August 
•	Coffee Morning Thursday 6th 10.30am
•	Folk and Country Day Saturday 8th 12.30pm – the Big One!
•	Summer BBQ Sunday 16th 12.30pm
•	Walking Group Sunday 30th 9.30am
September
•	Coffee Morning Thursday 3rd 10.30am
•	Games Night Friday 18th 6.30pm
•	Walking Group 27th 9.30am

October
•	Coffee Morning Thursday 1st 10.30am
•	Walking Group Sunday 25th 9.30am
•	Halloween Saturday 31st 5.30pm
November 
•	Coffee Morning Thursday 5th 10.30am
•	Bingo Night Friday 7.00pm
•	Walking Group Sunday 29th 9.30am
December 
•	Coffee Morning Thursday 3rd 10.30am
•	Christmas Wreath Making Saturday 5-7pm
NB Other Christmas Festivities to be arranged
•	Walking Group Sunday 27th 9.30am



What would you like to see?

If you have any further ideas for activities or events that you would like to see at the Village Hall please outline them below, tear off this slip and pop them into the black letter box outside the hall. Thank you.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ideas Slip
